
Pakistan Reading 
Project

Nearly half of fifth graders cannot read simple, second grade 

level text in their local language, according to the 2013 Annual 

Status of Education Report Survey. But a solution is taking hold. 

The USAID-funded and International Rescue Committee-led  

Pakistan Reading Project is boosting early grade reading out-

comes for 1.3 million first and second grade students by improv-

ing classroom learning environments, changing national-level 

policies, and generating community-based support for reading. 

Too many students in Pakistan read far below 

expectations—in part because many teachers 

were never trained to teach reading.
Nearly half of fifth graders cannot read 
simple text in their local language, 
according to the 2013 Annual Status of 
Education Report Survey.
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The project boosts outcomes by 
improving classroom environments, 
changing national-level policies, and 
generating community-based support. 
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All regional governments where the 
project works approved, for the first 
time, an allocated block of reading 
time in the school day.
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Quick Facts

Project Overview




